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ALIGHT PLANNING ANNOUNCES TRUE DRIVER-BASED FINANCIAL
PLANNING AND ANALYSIS SOFTWARE WITH ADVANCED ANALYTICS

New Alight Planning Software Streamlines Complex Business Modeling For More
Accurate Strategic Plans, Revenue Projections, Budgets and Rolling Forecasts

PLACERVILLE, Calif., Sept. 24, 2007 — Alight Planning announced today the
industry’s most robust driver-based financial planning and analysis software with a
multitude of innovative features including a units, rates and amounts architecture,
automated sensitivity analysis, goal seek operations and intuitive modeling with object-
based linking. Aimed at mid-sized businesses through Fortune 1,000 divisions, Alight
Planning automates complex business planning so users can move beyond the limitations
of Microsoft® Excel for more accurate strategic plans, revenue projections, budgets and
rolling forecasts.

“Financial staff spends too much time struggling with the limitations of
spreadsheets and not enough time doing real planning and analysis,” said Rand Heer,
president of Alight Planning. “Alight Planning gives finance and line manager’s insights
into the cause-and-effect relationships of the drivers of the business. This empowers them

with better information to more quickly and accurately react to the market.”
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Alight Planning offers a complete set of collaborative budgeting, forecasting and
financial reporting capabilities with a unique architecture created from the ground up.
Alight Planning’s flexible modeling interfaces with object-based linking lets finance staff
build more accurate and auditable driver-based financial plans than with today’s
spreadsheets. Automated algorithms help finance staff and line managers analyze data
with on-the-spot insights into the important factors driving business results. Alight
Planning also allows for easy importing and modeling of actuals data from outside
financial and operational databases. This enables planners to quickly identify trends and
incorporate them into rolling forecasts for more enhanced real-time decision making.

“Driver-based planning is now widely accepted as a best practice for developing
any type of plan with financial projections such as strategic plans, budgets and forecasts,”
said Robert Kugel, senior vice president and research director at Ventana Research. “By
more closely relating planning processes and performance analysis to underlying
operations, line managers and the finance organization can gain significantly more
actionable insights into the business, which result in better decisions and allocation of
resources. Alight Planning’s robust planning capabilities distinguish it from the pack and
will help companies cut costs, shorten decision cycles and increase their ability to adapt
to changing conditions.”

Alight Planning’s innovative architectures provide a host of differentiating features

including:

« Intuitive modeling tools with object-based linking that cut modeling time by as
much as 50 percent compared to spreadsheets or other planning software
packages.

« Easy importing and modeling of actuals data from any database at any level of
detail for constructing variance reports and rolling forecasts.

« Automated causal analysis that identifies underlying unit volume and rate impacts
that cause variances in financial plans.

« System-generated audit trails for tracing of complex activity driver relationships.

. Automated tools, such as sensitivity analysis and goal seek, that let finance staff
instantly identify the most important assumptions that drive financial

performance.
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« Up to 100 unique scenarios within a single plan file for tracking and manipulating
budget versions, rolling forecasts and alternate strategies.

Alight Planning customers are building more complex driver-based financial
plans in a fraction of the time it would take in spreadsheets.

“We needed a multi-user solution that could be tailored to our needs with quick
and easy deployment - spreadsheets just weren’t working for us,” said Larry Van Kuran,
senior consultant, Pharmacy Strategy and Operations for Kaiser Permanente. “We are
now using Alight Planning software to plan and monitor a large capital investment. Not
only did Alight Planning significantly reduce the amount of time to get a model up and
running, but we were able to do complex driver-based operations and scenario analyses
that we simply couldn’t do in spreadsheets.”

AVAILABILITY AND PRICING

Alight Planning is sold as a perpetual license based on number of users. A fifteen-
user system is priced at $21,000. A stand alone, single-user system is $6,000. The Alight
Support Package, 20 percent of the purchased software per year, includes technical
support, product updates and access to the Alight Forum and Alight KnowledgeBase. The
company also offers comprehensive bootcamp training for planning managers, analysts
and end users.

ABOUT ALIGHT PLANNING

Designed by Rand Heer, the creator of Pillar (now Oracle/Hyperion Pillar), Alight
Planning is a true driver-based financial planning and analysis software package that
automates complex business modeling for more accurate strategic plans, revenue
projections, budgets and rolling forecasts. Its unique architectures and easy-to-use
interfaces provide finance staff all the power they need to build any complex driver-based
planning model, while delivering traditional planning structures such as line item detail,
integrated financial statements and multiple-user security. Cost-effective and IT-
independent, Alight Planning is affordable and easily deployed by Fortune 1,000 business
units as well as midmarket companies with limited IT resources. Customers include

Kaiser Permanente and Airlift Northwest. For a demo or more information about Alight

Planning visit: www.AlightPlanning.com or call 800-960-7717.
#H#




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


